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CORPORATION 



ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER . BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGA 

July 23, 1962 



Mr. Alan T. Spiher, Jr. "'/.'' 
Food and Drug Administration •' ' . 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Sublect: Food Additive Petition No. 751 
Dear Mr. Spiher: 



We are m receipt of your letter of May 10, 1962 
advising us of the filing of Food Additive Petition No 751 
with an effective filing date of March 24, 1962. 

In view of your comments in the above-mentioned 
letter we now request that our petition as originally presented 
be amended so as to delete any reference to animl products 

n5 6 ?i? P ?T agra ?!? 121 - 1060 > sect i°* <c> of Part 121, Sub-Part D 
ot Title 21 would now read as follows: 

(c) It is used or intended for use to 
displace or remove oxygen in the 
processing, storage, or packaging of 
citrus products, vegetable fats and 
vegetable oils, coffee, wine, fruit 
and fruit products and vegetable 
and vegetable products. 

The fallowing comments are submitted to further 
supplement the Remarks section of our first letter of March 6, 

In food studies conducted at the Whirlpool Research 
Laboratories involving the use of combustion product gas as 
set forth in paragraph 121.1060 of Title 21, fruits and vege- 
tables were stored under refrigeration at temperatures between 
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32° and 45° F. and in their normal distribution containers, that 
is, baskets, crates and boxes. Products so stored had a shelf 
life of from three to five times that of air-stored fooa aeld 
at the same temperature. The results of one such study involving 
apples stored in air versus apples stored in conventional con- 
trolled atmosphere versus apples stored in combustion product 
gas are presented in the attached table. It will be noted 
that apples stored in combustion product gas had firmer flesh 
and a lower incidence of scald than did apples stored either 
in air or conventional controlled atmosphere even though the 
apples in combustion product gas were in storage for a longer 
period of time. 



The combustion product gas under study at Whirlpool 
would most likely be used in the following general areas: 

1. Fresh fruit and vegetable storage 

2. Processors - storage, packaging and processing 

3. Transportation 

Because of these diverse applications, our petition 
requests approval for fruit and vegetable "products" as well 
as the natural, original raw fruits and vegetables. 

To expand on the use of combustion product gas by 
food processors, the following examples are presented: 

1. Storage of fruits and vegetables in order to 
have better quality control, improve yield 
and extend packaging season. 

2. Packaging of processed foods in inert gases, 
i. e., nitrogen and/or carbon dioxide to 
prevent oxidative changes that may develop 
during storage. 

3. Use of gas mixtures in certain processing 
steps as a "blanket" to keep out oxygen and 
prevent the associated undesirable changes. 
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no ^, f .. We a ff ho P e ^l that the requested amendment to th* 
Itnll "if" T 11 33 the su PPlemental information^esentef 
S 1 ; 1 !" ^ «J ^estions concerning Food'IddUile 

forthcoming.' ^ ™ that faV ° rable acti °* <*U shortly 

Very truly yours, 
WHIRLPOOL CORPORATION 




Vice President 
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